	

	Hello and welcome to Visit Manchester's members’ newsletter, your monthly update on what’s happening in Greater Manchester’s tourism industry. In this edition you’ll find information about how you could benefit from free business support and advice, the new Manchester Map and the Tourism Awards. You’ll also learn about new skills and training opportunities, industry events, meet our new members and much more. 



Soccerex kicks off

Over 200 people attended the launch of Soccerex, the largest business event in European football, which took place earlier this month at the Hilton Manchester Deansgate ahead of its arrival in Manchester next year. The launch saw city leaders along with tourism and investment chiefs mingle with former England players Bryan Robinson, Phil Thompson, John Barnes, Argentinean Ossie Ardiles and ex-Leeds United’s Paul Reaney and Allan Clarke.
Soccerex European Forum, which will take place in the city for the next four years, will be held at Manchester Central on 2-3 March 2010. The event aims to bring together the leading decision-makers in the European and global football industry for two days of intensive networking and business.
Keynote speakers will include former FA Chief Brian Barwick, Casey Wasserman – CEO and Chairman of Wasserman Media Group, the company responsible for the commercial interests of footballers such as Steven Gerrard, Michael Owen and Emile Heskey – and Jeff Mallett, owner of the San Francisco Giants baseball team and former president of Yahoo! For more information about Soccerex visit www.soccerex.com/europe 



Get the most out of your business with Visit Manchester’s free business support

In the current economic climate, getting the most out of your business is paramount which is why help is at hand for small and medium sized business in the form of Visit Manchester’s free business support and advice. The business advice sessions have proved extremely popular and are available free of charge to our members. 
Visit Manchester’s business support executive, Mark Wisbey, is here to help you. To find out how Mark can assist you and your business email Mark Wisbey or call 0161 238 4555 and remember it’s free of charge!


Tourism Awards Tender 

The plans for the Manchester Tourism Awards 2010 are now well underway. Visit Manchester is currently tendering for a venue to host the awards ceremony and has approached all members who can accommodate the event. The venue and celebrity host will be confirmed in the coming months and the launch of the awards will take place early in the New Year. Visit Manchester is currently working on sponsorship packages of the individual categories; if you are interested in discussing sponsorship of any of the awards, please contact Rachel Heaton.


Eat Your Art Out!

As part of Stockport’s Food and Drink Festival, Stockport Art Gallery is once again running the successful Eat Your Art Out competition. The competition, which celebrates the culinary art of cake-making, aims to promote healthy eating and cooking through art. 
Entrants are asked to visit Stockport Art Gallery or one of the other participating Stockport museums for some food for thought and bake a cake that is inspired by a creative masterpiece, or a cake that is nice but not naughty! The competition is open to everyone, however, all registrations must be received by 29 November. To find out more information about how to enter the competition, the participating museums, and the entry groups please click here. Find out more >>


Manchester Map

A new version of the Manchester map is currently in production. The map (previously the pocket map) will be available in a new tear-off format. The map features both the city centre and the Quays along with listings and adverts. Over 160,000 copies of the map will be distributed across tourist information centres, accommodation providers and visitor attractions. If you would like to find out more about the Manchester map please contact Rosanna Murphy.


Visit Manchester win at the MIMAs 

Visit Manchester are delighted to announce that, in conjunction with Visit Britain, the organisation  has won an award at the meetings industry marketing awards (MIMAs). The prestigious awards celebrate excellence in marketing in the events industry. Visit Manchester entered Discovery 2008, Visit Britain’s bi-annual flagship incentive experience which took place in Manchester and Liverpool, in the Best Live Marketing Event category and won the silver MIMA. The results were announced at an award ceremony in London on the 16 October.


Pledge your support for Manchester’s World Cup bid and be in with a chance of winning!

Visit Manchester would like to say a huge thank you to all our members who have already pledged their support for Manchester’s host city bid for World Cup 2018. Every pledge counts in Manchester’s bid submission to the FA on 9 November, so if you haven’t already done so please pledge now at www.manchesterworldsport.com
Everyone who pledges before 6 November will be entered into a fantastic prize draw for VIP match tickets for a family of four to a top Premiership game at either Old Trafford or the City of Manchester Stadium. Visit www.manchesterworldsport.com and pledge your support to be in with a chance of winning.
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Mapping out Manchester
Wednesday 4 November
£40 plus VAT per delegate
Find out more >>




Smarter Marketing
Tuesday 24 November
£40 plus VAT per delegate
Find out more >>



ILM Level 3 Award in First Line Management
Monday 11 January 2009
£100 plus VAT per delegate
Find out more>>
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VisitBritaindirect.com
Visit Britain is offering members of Visit Manchester the opportunity to promote their product on VisitBritaindirect.com. VisitBritain's retail outlets have a global presence with 16 e-commerce stores in 24 markets and offline outlets in 20 markets. 

VisitBritain’s websites are a main source of information for prospective visitors to Britain so why not give your product unrivalled exposure by featuring on the VisitBritain shop?

· Sell and distribute your product through their extensive online and offline network;

· Provide a wealth of additional sales opportunities via a comprehensive selection of approved travel agents and transport and online tour operators;

· Enhance your product sales by increasing your reach to the customer.

To find out how your can benefit from this opportunity contact Kevin Jones.



Techtouch 360
The organisers of the Media Festival, which is coming to Manchester next month, have offered Visit Manchester members who are involved in technology the opportunity to exhibit at Techtouch 360 and demonstrate their latest products on the 19 and 20 November. 

Some of the most important decision makers across the media spectrum will have the chance to ‘touch and feel’ your latest innovations. In turn, you will receive a unique opportunity to illustrate how your product could transform the business of some of the most forward-thinking companies across TV, digital media/online, film, advertising, publishing, radio, gaming, gambling and music.

If you would like to find out more about this opportunity and to receive discounted exhibition rates please contact Michelle Woodland or phone 020 7728 5238 and quote MMTMF.
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Annual Hotel Conference 2009
Tuesday 10 November
Hilton Manchester Deansgate
11am – 5pm
Find out more>>

Visit Manchester's members will receive a 25% discount on the Annual Hotel Conference delegate rate. 
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Blue Chip Concierge Service
Café Istanbul
Elizabeth Sibbering
Gaucho Restaurant
Great Northern Contemporary Craft Fair
Hollin Hall Country House Hotel
Legoland Discovery Centre
Mickey Martin's International Cabaret
Roomzzz
Suzanne Hindle





