	

	Hello and welcome to Visit Manchester's members’ newsletter, your monthly update on what’s happening in Greater Manchester’s tourism industry. This issue focuses on Manchester’s Christmas campaign; the Green Tourism Business Scheme and how your clients could win a dream holiday to South Africa. You’ll also learn about new skills and business development opportunities, our new members and much more. 



See what Manchester’s made of 
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Manchester has just unveiled its biggest ever Christmas marketing campaign, worth £600,000, to attract visitors to the city. Led by Cityco, in partnership with Manchester City Council, Marketing Manchester and GMPTE, the campaign focuses on promoting Manchester’s diverse retail offering. 


The online element of the campaign was created by Marketing Manchester in conjunction with the interactive design agency Magnetic     North. www.visitmanchester.com/christmas contains an interactive version of the printed shopping map where visitors can     create a bespoke ‘shopping playlist’ and add their favourite shops, hotels, restaurants, bars and venues to the map before heading     for the city. The map can be also be saved, printed, emailed, or shared with others on Twitter or Facebook. 

Marketing Manchester would like to thank the following members for being partners in the campaign: ABode; Britannia Hotel; Hilton Manchester Deansgate; Manchester Markets; NCP; Trafford Centre; and Virgin Trains. 

Visit  www.visitmanchester.com/christmas to see what Manchester is made of.



Give your clients the chance to win a luxurious holiday for two to South Africa
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Give your clients the chance to win six nights’ fabulous five star luxury in some of the world’s finest hotels and return flights with Virgin Atlantic. The Meeting & Incentive Travel (M&IT) Awards  is offering this fantastic prize to a lucky person who casts a vote in the M&IT Awards.

The M&IT Awards celebrate the best in the business as voted by those in the business – your clients. There are no judging panels, no vested interests and no favours, simply recognition for the organisations that buyers feel are true market leaders.

Be sure to ask your clients to vote for you, and don’t forget to remind them to vote for Visit Manchester as the Best UK Convention Bureau (category N)!  

The closing date for voting in the M&IT Awards is 11 December 2009.  Visit www.manchesterconferences.com/awards to find out more or ask your clients to visit www.meetpie.com/awards to cast their vote.


Show your green side
Joining the Green Tourism Business Scheme is an effective way to show your customers how environmentally friendly you are. Visit Manchester can offer subsidies towards the cost of gaining an award, so now is a great time to join the scheme. For further information contact Nicola Trotter or click here to find out more>>.


How accessible is your business?

There are still subsidies available to assist accommodation providers looking to join the National Accessible Scheme (NAS). Gaining accreditation with this nationally recognised scheme will help you attract potential business from a growing market of older or less able guests. For further information, contact Nicola Trotter or click here to find out more>>.


What's new with you?
We would like to offer our members the chance to share news with Visit Manchester. By keeping us informed about your business we can ensure that we promote you correctly and work in the best way to support you and your business. So if you have launched a new product, changed your opening times, or if you'd like to let people know about your new award-winning chef, submit your news by clicking here. 


Thank you for reading this month's members' newsletter, we hope you enjoyed it.  We are constantly striving to improve what we offer you and we want you to get the most out of your membership. Please feel free to tell us what you think, provide us with feedback or tell us how we can help you. Simply click here to get in touch with us.
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Company Image Development
Give your company a new image through a series of elements that you can mix and match to suit your business, which includes branding, marketing and website design. Visit Manchester subsidises the cost of this project for its members; prices start from £99 + VAT.  
Find out more>>


WSET Level 1 Certificate in Wines
Monday 4 January 2010
£50 plus VAT per delegate
Find out more>>


ILM Level 3 Award in First Line Management 

Monday 11 January 2010
£100 plus VAT per delegate
Find out more>>


Welcome Management 

Thursday 14 January 2010
£50 plus VAT per delegate
Find out more>>


Mapping out Manchester 

Wednesday 20 January 2010
£40 plus VAT per delegate
Find out more>>
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Last chance to grab your place at Event Manchester 

Event Manchester – Visit Manchester’s flagship business tourism event showcasing Manchester’s hotels, attractions, conference venues and suppliers – will take place at the stunning
Kensington Roof Gardens, London, on 24 February 2010. 

Next year’s event will take on an exciting new format and will include an exclusive private concert with Russell Watson. Partners will benefit from two distinct networking opportunities set either side of Russell Watson’s performance; the first will create the opportunity to network and exchange business in a free-flow style with up to 400 buyers. Following the live performance supper will be served and buyers and partners will be invited to continue their conversations in an ‘after-show party’ style environment. All partners will be given access to a pre-registered database of 600 buyers.  

There are only a few places remaining for this event. If you are interested in taking part or would like to find out more please contact Audrey Carret  or telephone 0161 238 4507.    
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Email Elaine Ofori  for access to the events database and find out what's happening in Manchester over the next few months.
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This month's new members are:

Best Western Bolholt Country Park Hotel

 HYPERLINK "http://communicatoremail.com/In/2992017/0/NXdaEllY0lLawYz-puIO8XKAqeJ7xFEo/" 
JD Graphics

 HYPERLINK "http://communicatoremail.com/In/2992019/0/NXdaEllY0lLawYz-puIO8XKAqeJ7xFEo/" 
Northern Serviced Apartments

 HYPERLINK "http://communicatoremail.com/In/2992021/0/NXdaEllY0lLawYz-puIO8XKAqeJ7xFEo/" 
The Solutions Company/Mell Events

Click on the links above to find out about these members. Don't forget that you can network with members on the members' extranet: 
www.themanchestertouristboard.com/members (contact Lucy Clifford for your login details). 

Email Elaine Ofori for the full members’ database.
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